Che New Hork Times

O T A

The Metro Section

FHE NEW YORK TIMES, SATURDAY, AFRIL 15, 2006

(RITICS

Fram left: Jesaie Gald, Maria Hasaabi and Caitlin Cook in =56l Smoking.” the final part of Ms. Hassabi's irilogy of dance, at the Kitchen in Chelsea.

DANCE REVIEW

In a Confluence of Style and Emotion, Finding the Art of Alienation

By JOHN ROCKWELL

To jidge from Ber “54l Smok-
ing.” an Bourlong dance plece ol
it Kitchen, Maria Hassahi is lost
in a world of detached Lensuality,
the kelnd o vacant anombe that pre-
walks @0 kvve-night clubs rbquented
by denizens of the fashion industry,

Of courde, the =0 previcas

Mardg Massabi™s
comdinped Ehroigth o he af & ol
the Kifchen, 212 Wesl 15th Sieeel,
Chicloea; (212} FE5-STH or
Ehedifchenorg

Sl Fwdeing™

works in what she wivs ax a trilogy,
which appeared n 3003 and late
2004, might have eornseyed & slight-
Iy different méssage. But the ore-
atively wird cosfumdng and the
muprermend style mixing serobdcs,
cheerlending. suripplag, semaphor-
e signaling and catwalk strstiing
seem bo harve remained ihe same,

il Smdking™ — the tthe"s
mennng s elusive = i3 et on the
Kitchen's bare Black stage with a
cluster of diverse chiandsliers, Ew-
Cryene 8 dressed im what might be
called tatty black, wvaguely groowy
costumes, the Bipsiss of which
deliberately wnderout by the danc.
©rs’ seeming indifference 1o alnst

Sill Smoking

Thi Kirchen

everyihing aneind them

Tt four women and (wo men
dance akioe Mot of the 1ime,
someliemes singing asd sometimes
tratting up the center adshe, Yel o
erything 18 preciely cosrdinated.
Persodically, they fall i=sto em-
Braces, af fursd fleeting, later more

steamy. Sometimes (hey  pump
thedr arms together or limply re-
aneal bt Shdelines

The dramatic are runs from

speed to Hmslks. There 18 a more
sovual porthon, with Me Massabi
sripplag naked and rolling Akl

wiith Calgbin Conlk, wed by the orsd of
that inferiude. N5 Hassabl les
there, bliznkly, with M3 Cook

crouching between ber sproead beps,
staring dully inlo the distance

By the ond, ihe chandeliers have
ey B teard the Floor, de-
Hneatisg paseages through which
the damcers, mow solsied again,
promenade, They all siumg 1o the
back wall, indifferenily grinding
thelr hips, before they wrilke for
ward and then wander away in dif-
foresl directiong

The mushe, credited primearily (o
Ben Brunmenser for “sound mix!
efgifcer and design 18 an evoca-
tivie blerd af whar might ke called
cloctromie ant techao. The olber
four dancers, nll willisg and in-
vodved, are David Adamo, Jessie
Goid, Orl Flomin asd Hristoula
Harakas. The oollumes are by
ThroeAs Four

D | kv whaa ic all meass 1 do
nod, Eat as ghil into m pariic-
ular kind of medern-day New Yok
demimeonds,  representatives  of
which werg amply evident in the
Thurdday asudience, the evening
had i louche charmas




