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MARIA HASSABI For many Americans the word
“dancer” has implications that go bevond the
artistic. As the choreographer Maria Hassabi
pointed oul recently, “You meet some peophe
and say, ‘I'moadancer,” and they say, "Oh, you
must be g0 flexible,” and there's always a sexual
connoatation there,”

In =Gloria,” which opens Wednesday at Per-
formance Space 122, Ms. Hassabi, above, plays
with and ultimately pushes beyond those sexual
implications. A formal, stromgly female duet for
herself and the wendrous Hristoula Harakas,
this evening-lengih picce. which Ms. Hassabi
describes as “live sculpture,” often has the two
women taking poses that some might find pro-
vocative, such as spreading their legs wide, But
the dancers hold these positiens for so beng that
the sexual layers peel away, Created separately,
the =olos inhabit the same space but are not
linked other than through the connections view-
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ors make, Ms. Hassabi said. When “you're
walking behind two people” on the street, she
explained, they might not be together “but you
See them in one frame in front of you; you make
relationships.”

Still, she said, the piece finels lonely and dis-
connected ; the sound score, developed by the
musician Jody EH, consists largely of random
strect noises inadverienly capiured by Ms.
Hassath as she recorded herself alone ina hot
studio in downtown Athens. The two women
never Wwuch, or work in tandem. Luckily the PS5,
122 theater is small, 50 you don™t have to make
L0 many tough choices about which of these
caplivating performers you want 1o walch at
any given moment. {Wednesday through Nowv,
10 at & p.m., with an additional show next Friday
at 10 pum., 150 First Avenue, at Ninth Stredd,
East Village, 212-352-3101, psl22org; $20; 515 (or
students and G3+.) CLAUDIA LA ROCOO




